BRITISH SCOLIOSIS SOCIETY

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

23 November 2010

1.
Apologies

2.        Minutes arising from previous meeting


Minutes from the last meeting were accepted as an accurate version

3.     Matters arising:
Combined society report:

Mr Gibson informed the members about the committee discussions regarding support for someone to help with the BSS secretariat as well as the secretariat of the other spinal societies.   It was agreed that the post should perform the following functions:

a. Membership

b. Paypal

c. Minutes

d. Administration for meeting

e. Organising BRIT SPINE

f. Interaction with industry

g. Recording of Fellowships

The members agreed to funding this post to £6,000 per annum including all on-costs.

Mr Wilson-MacDonald will communicate with Mr Stirling, explaining terms of financial support.  The committee are to see the contract prior to any contract being agreed with an individual. The post will be on an annual recurring basis and will be reviewed at 2 years by the BSS committee and the members.

4.
Future meetings:


The next meeting of the BSS is in Riga – 12 – 14 May 2011.   

Discussion took place regarding funding, industry participation, presentations and the fact that the presentations will need to be included in the JBJS.    James Wilson-MacDonald will be communicating with the JBJS regarding this.

2012 – It was agreed unanimously that the 2012 BSS meeting will be in Southampton.  Evan Davies will be the host.  This is the same year as BRITSPINE.

2013 – Mr El-Nasri has kindly agreed to host the 2013 full BSS meeting at Stoke-on-Trent.

5.
New members:

The following new members were agreed:



Mr Ed Seel – Stoke Mandeville – proposed JWM, seconded JF



Mr Jeremy Reynolds – Oxford – proposed JWM, seconded TP



Mr Mike Katsumihas – Bristol – proposed – IN, seconded JH



Wendy Bertram – Bristol – proposed IN , seconded JWM



Mr Rex Michael - Sheffield  – proposed AC



Mr Chris Dare  - Southampton – proposed Evan Davies, seconded AT



Mr Masoud Shaffafi – Nottingham – proposed HM seconded JWM



Mr Matthew Shaw – London – proposed H. Nordeen – seconded AT

6.  NICE:


Jeremy Fairbank discussed the issue with NICE.  It was up to the membership to provide evidence of the benefits of scoliosis surgery.    

7. Date of next Annual General Meeting:

12 – 14th May – Riga

Please note the next Philip Zorab meeting in London is on 16 – 18 March 2011
There will be an Early Onset Scoliosis meeting at Christchurch College in Oxford 8 – 9 September 2011.
MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
OF THE BRITISH SCOLIOSIS SOCIETY

12 November 2010

Present:



Mr M Gibson – President

Mr J Wilson-MacDonald – Honorary Secretary

Mr P Sell

Mr E Davies

Mr El-Nasri

Mr N Oxborrow
Mr A Cole

Apologies:

Prof Jeremy Fairbank – Immediate past President

Mr I Nelson – Incumbent President
1. It was agreed that as the Presidential post was now 2 years, in year 1 of the Presidency the immediate past President would attend the committee meeting and in year 2 the future President would attend the committee meeting.
2.
BSRF – British Scoliosis Research Fund continues to support spinal research, particularly in scoliosis.  The Committee felt that a continued bi-annual support of £5,000 was reasonable.    This would be put to the members tomorrow

3.
Meetings -


Many thanks to Neil Oxborrow for organising this meeting.


Many thanks to Phil Sell for organising the Leicester meeting which had a profit of £9,135.24p.


RIGA –


Our next meeting will be in Riga.  This will be the only meeting next year. Various issues need to be resolved.  These would include:

a. Does the BSS need to support the meeting financially

b. Is the BSS expected to invite British industry support and representation

c. We have to be sure that abstracts from the meeting will be published in the JBJS
2012 –

Evan Davies has offered to organise the meeting for 2012 in Southampton

2013 –

Mr El-Nasri has offered to host the meeting in Stoke-on-Trent

4. There have been some problem with e-mail addresses and JWM will update these with  

Hazel Choules




5. Combined Societies support –

Discussion took place over the employment by the British Orthopaedic Association of someone who could help organisation for the combined societies. The BSS committee feels that BSS ought to provide £5,000 basic salary towards this post and probably another £1000 for associated costs such as pension.  This will be discussed at the AGM tomorrow.

It was agreed that the secretariat should be involved in the following organisation:

a. Membership

b. Paypal

c. Minutes

d. Administration of meetings
e. Organising BRIT SPINE

f. Interaction with industry

g. Recording of Fellowships

6. Education –

Phil Sell and Alistair Stirling discussed education.  At the moment there is a need in the United Kingdom for more available education.   Phil Sell informed us about the Spine Society of Europe modules which provide a certificate of attendance and offer master classes.   There may be a template for the BSS to provide some training.   It is proposed that a basic and elective course may be run in London or Belfast some time in the near future.

Fellowship posts were discussed. 
It was agreed that the following would be ideal:

a. Better documentation regarding the posts
b. Better evaluation of the posts
c. Better evaluation of the centres where the posts are situated.

7. Date of the next meeting:

The date of the next meeting will be provided in due course.    The next Committee meeting will be in RIGA in May 2011
